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Holy Eucharist 
Fourth Week in Lent  March 13, 2024 6:30pm 

Prelude     
 
Opening Hymn 
 Christ is Made the Sure Foundation  Blue Hymnal #518 
 
Celebrant     Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins; 
People      His mercy endures for ever. 
 
The Celebrant says 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord.   Amen. 



 

 

Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
The People kneel or remain standing 
 
Almighty Father, whose blessed Son before his passion prayed for his disciples that 
they might be one, as you and he are one: Grant that your Church, being bound 
together in love and obedience to you, may be united in one body by the one 
Spirit, that the world may believe in him whom you have sent, your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 



The Readings 
  1 Samuel 28:3-25 
  Psalm 138 

Sequence Hymn 
 In Your Mercy, Lord, You Called Me  Blue Hymnal #706 
 

  John 3:14-21 

Sermon  The Rev. Oliver Kling,  St. John’s UCC 

Prayers of the People    Form IV 
The Leader and People pray responsively 
 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 
Silence 
 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who  
are alone. 
For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the  
needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
For all bishops and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 
 



Silence 
 
The People may add their own petitions 
 

Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
 
Silence 

The People may add their own thanksgivings 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in  
your eternal kingdom. 
 
Silence 
 
The People may add their own petitions 
 
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 

  
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.  
 
 Silence may be kept. 
 
 Leader and People 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
in your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, 
things done and left undone; 
and so uphold us by your Spirit 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life,  
to the honor and glory of your Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



The Celebrant adds a concluding Absolution 
 

The Peace 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

 
Announcements 

Holy Communion   

Offertory Anthem   

 O Love That Will Not Let Me Go    Carson Cooman (b. 1982) 
 

This evening’s offering will go to the Legacy Project, a local mentoring program helping students and 
their parents learn valuable life skills to succeed and thrive. 

As the gifts are brought forward, all stand and sing verse 3 of hymn #380 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

   

Then, facing the Altar, the Celebrant proceeds 



It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- 
where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of  
heaven and earth. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who was tempted in every  
way as we are, yet did not sin. By his grace we are able to  
triumph over every evil, and to live no longer for ourselves  
alone, but for him who died for us and rose again. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and  
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever  
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 Sanctus 

 

 



 
 

The People may kneel, or remain standing 



Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us  
for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become  
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus  
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human  
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the  
God and Father of all. 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself,  
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole  
world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our  
Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks  
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take,  
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the  
remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given  
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:  
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you  
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink  
it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in  
this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,  
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the  
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new  



and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully  
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,  
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints  
into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and  
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor  
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
A period of silence is kept. 



 
A Few Notes About Communion: 

All baptized persons are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  Those who do not wish to Commune 
are welcome to come forward for a blessing, which is indicated by crossing the arms over the chest.  

The first Chalice contains wine for drinking; the glass contains wine for intinction—dipping the Host. 



Communion Hymns 
Choir Anthem  O Teach Us To Number Our Days         Andrew Bolden (b. 1977) 
Cong. Hymn My Song Is Love Unknown         Blue Hymnal #458 
  
Postcommunion Prayer  BCP 365 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
 

Postcommunion Hymn 
 Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days  Blue Hymnal #142 
 
Dismissal 
Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
People  Thanks be to God. 

  
Thank you to all who helped with this evening’s service. 

Join us next week at First Baptist Church,  
20 6th St SE, Massillon, OH 44646. 

Rev. Tina Crog of St. Jacob’s Lutheran will preach. 


